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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the intemational application:*^ 
the intemational application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



die claims: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
> filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



die drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with die letter of 



I I die sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements mariced above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. Widi regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, tiie intemational 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequentiy to this Audiority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of. 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

^ die drawings, sheets/fig 

^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
I — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been Jurnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments {Rule 70 J 6 
and 70.17). ' 

^"^Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 






Novelty (N) aaims 


1-5 YES 




Claims 


NO 




Inventive steo aS) Claims 


Y£S 




Claims 


1 - D INU 




Industrial aoDlicabilitY (lA) Claims 


1-5 YES 




Claims 


NO 




Citations and explanations 






Tiie roxxowmg cLocuTnenus sltq cicea. 


Am ^IntA 




international search report: 






Document 1: JP 3-236381 A 






Document 2: JP 11-349579 A 






Document 3: US 5780655 A 






Document 4: US 6054407 A 






Document 5: US 5086189 A 





Document 1 discloses a method to prepare an epoxide 
compound by means of hydrogen peroxide and a catalyst 
comprising phosphomolybdic acid, phosphotungstic acid and 
a tertiary amine. 

Document 2 discloses a method to prepare an epoxide 
compound using a compound resulting from having a tungsten 
compound, a tertiary amine and phosphoric acid act on 
hydrogen peroxide. 

Document 3 discloses a method to prepare an epoxide 
compound from various olefins using phosphate stable 
tungsten peroxide . 

Document 4 discloses a method to prepare an epoxide 
compound from an olefin, using tungsten peroxide obtained 
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by reacting hydrogen peroxide with tungsten trioxide, 
along with a phosphanoxide and a tertiary amine. 



Document 5 discloses a method to prepare an epoxide 
compound from an olefin using hydrogen peroxide in a 
system that contains a catalyst and a base. The document 
also discloses an example of preparing an epoxide compound 
using hydrogen peroxide in the presence of manganese oxide 
and pyridine, among others. 

The method to prepare a propylene oxide set forth in 
claims 1-5 is not disclosed in any of the documents cited 
in the international search report. Therefore, it is novel 
as defined by PCT Article 33(2) . 

However, as disclosed in documents 1 and 2, methods 
to prepare an epoxide compound from an olefin using a 
tungsten compound, phosphoric acid, a tertiary amine and 
hydrogen peroxide are disclosed. Therefore, it is obvious 
to a person skilled in the art to apply said methods to 
prepare an epoxide compound from propylene, which is a 
type of olefin. Therefore, the method to prepare a 
propylene oxide set forth in claims 1-5 does not involve 
an inventive step as defined by PCT Article 33(3) . 
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